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The National Round Table on Eco-habitat for All was successfully conducted on the 11th of
September 2012 at the Development Alternatives Headquarters in Delhi. This Round Table was
the culmination of the Lok Awaas Yatra - a long learning journey traversing across the flood
affected areas of Orissa and Bihar, earthquake struck regions in Kutch and Uttarakhand,
tsunami affected regions in Kerala and Tamil Nadu and the drought ridden areas of
Bundelkhand and Maharashtra. Five regional yatras covered over 50 districts across India from
September 2009 to December 2010. In each yatra, 30 representatives from village
communities, panchayats, government bodies and NGOs travelled on 3 different trails to other
parts of the same region to learn about best practices in the following areas:

* Low Carbon and Resource Efficient Building Technologies

+ Disaster Safe Construction Practices

* Habitat Infrastructure including Clean Drinking Water, Sanitation Solutions and
Renewable Energy Systems

* Habitat Based Livelihood Generation Options

» Social Housing Delivery Models

+ Alternate Models for Financing Rural Habitat Development

‘In Quest of Eco - Habitats' - a film on the Lok Awaas Yatra was screened to showcase basin-
South Asia’s efforts in the rural habitat space over the last few years and the best eco habitat
practices from all over India.

Two books were released on this occasion:

e Understanding Rural Habitat — Lessons in Sustainability
¢ Handbook on Eco — Habitat for Village Panchayats

At this Round Table, more than 50 representatives from the Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD), National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs),
Civil Saciety Organisations (CSOs), Financial Institutions, Corporate Sector, Building Centers,
Research Agencies and Habitat Firms from across India debated strategies for fulfilling the
rural housing shortage in the country. Discussions focused on issues regarding scaling up of
sustainable rural habitat development, challenges posed by the rapidly growing demand for
shelter and lessons from the Lok Awaas Yatras conducted in 2009 and 2010. In the concluding
session of the round table, establishment of a National Rural Habitat Network was proposed
to scale up eco habitat development in rural India. Following are the highlights of the road map
decided for the future:

1. Training and Capacity Building: The proposed National Rural Habitat Network will
back the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) in developing curriculum for
PRIs training and capacity building and field - testing the same for effective delivery.

2. Knowledge Base Development and Sharing: The proposed National Rural Habitat
Network will work in partnership with 1IT-Delhi, HUDCO and MoRD for knowledge
networking regarding rural eco habitat practices across India.

3. Development of Value Chains in terms of building materials and packaged services for
rural masons, contractors etc. should be linked to social housing programmes and other



construction activities in rural areas. Mason and artisan guilds should be given work by
panchayats to do village infrastructure work.
4. Formulation and Testing of Credit, Finance and Insurance Models for the rural
population. Insurance packages for disaster risk mitigation are crucial. The proposed
National Rural Habitat Network will work with NHB and NABARD for this purpose.
5. Policy Analysis and Advocacy
* To integrate environmental concerns in the Indira Awaas Yojana for greening of the
rural habitat sector

+ To create rural centers for promoting habitat based livelihood opportunities which
would lead to economic development in rural areas

* To involve end beneficiaries in villages in the planning processes

The participants decided on their organisation’s area of interest with respect to the road map for
the future. This has been listed below:
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The above road map was decided after the participants debated on three basic questions
confronting the rural habitat sector:

e How can successful interventions be replicated and scaled up under the leadership of
PRIs given their unique position and mandate to implement and facilitate habitat
interventions?

o What will be the economic, social and environmental implications and impacts of scaling
up?



o What will be required for scaling up in the form of additional skills, technological
innovations, supply chain and institutional mechanisms?

These questions were debated in three sessions.

Inaugural session

Participants expressed their concern over the huge rural housing gap that exists in India despite
the presence of diverse building materials and practices. Policies and partnerships were
identified as two core areas where a clear call of action is required. Robust and visionary local
government mechanisms, consistent involvement of people and combining income generation
with habitat services were identified as the key drivers for scaling up rural habitat development.

Participants explored the lacunas in existing government policies like Indira AwaasYojna (IAY)
and barriers in implementation of eco-housing at the grass roots level. Since the design and
quality of houses constructed under the IAY have been of poor standard, a revamped IAY with
the following components was suggested:

e A house should be considered as an economic asset and not just as a housing unit

e An optimum and not minimum investment should be made

e |AY should not look at housing alone but adequately serviced settlements which address
water, sanitation and electricity needs of the residents as well

e An institutional infrastructure needs to be built around the IAY

¢ |AY should be made into a ‘rich programme for the poor’

Session I- Replication and Scale up through PRIs

The objective of this session was to understand the mandate, potential role and challenges of
PRIs as key agents of change for eco-habitat development. Field experiences were shared
across the table by different participants. The example of Faruk Bhai - Panchayat leader of
Himmatnagar in Gujarat was shared to highlight the importance of visionary leadership in
achieving success for rural habitat development. The strengthening of bottom up planning
processes, micro-level planning and management was stressed upon to help scale up through
PRIs. Focus of discussions in this session revolved around the following topics:

e Principle of diversity: The participants all agreed that the key to success with respect to
scaling up of eco habitats in the rural areas was having diversified solutions and not
standardized solutions.

e Shifting focus from housing to habitat in the rural context: Just like in the urban areas
where a developer gets money to create habitat and not just housing, the same principle
should apply in the rural areas as well.

o Need for support systems at the village level especially in terms of habitat financing
institutions

The participants expressed concern over the small number of training institutes in the country as
compared to the large number of PRI members that need to be trained. It was stressed that



partnerships would go a long way in the sphere of training and capacity building. It was also
emphasized that leadership component along with transparency, social audit and accountability
must be an integral part of any PRI training in the country.

Session Il — Impacts and Implications for Scaling Up

The objective of this session was to understand the mechanisms required for mitigating the
negative impacts of large scale habitat development in rural India and enhancing the positive
impacts. Financial institutions and user-friendly financing schemes and models for rural eco-
habitat were identified as the biggest drivers for scaling-up. Discussions in this session revolved
around the following points:

» Technology to be looked at along with requirement of land, finance and government
created support structure

« Creation of innovative financial instruments is crucial

* Need to move on from learning and discussing to doing

* Acknowledging the environmental costs while scaling up and adopting the good work
that has been done by different organizations with minimal environment impact

It was pointed out that accredit ion of eco materials and unavailability of skilled masons was a
big limitation in scaling up. Access to eco materials needs to be improved and integrated with
modern building technologies. It was also suggested that the National Rural Livelihood Mission
should be integrated with the social housing programmes in the country and rural women should
be provided training as masons to scale up in an effective manner.
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List of Participants

S.No Name Organisation
1 S. Venkatadri National Institute of Rural Development, Hyderabad
2 Mr. Sameer. S. kurvey, | Centre for Science for Villages, Wardha
3 Mr. Vinod Kumar, Maithri Society, Trivandrum
4 Shri Arnab Roy National Housing Bank
5 Shri Binoy Acharya, Unnati, Ahemdabad
6 Prof. S. Chattopadhyay, | [IT-Kharagpur
7 Dr. Jyoti Kumar IIT-Delhi
8 Smt Gayatri Ratham HSMI
9 Dr. Arun Kumar TARA Machines
10 | Ms. Arundhati Sett Ashoka Foundation
11 | Ms. Neeta Patel Self Employed Women Association (SEWA)
12 | Kirtee Shah ASAG, Ahmedabad
13 | Faruk Bhai Gujarat
14 | Mr. Anjan Jena Ashraya, Odissa
15 | K Govindaraju SEVAI, Trichy, Tamilnadu
16 | Mr. Ranjit Sinha Tilottu Mahila Mandal, Bihar
17 | Mr. Rajendra Desai National Centre for People's Action in Disaster Preparedness
18 | Mr. Sambit Lenka Bottom Up consutancy, Bangalore
19 | Mr. Bhim Singh Lupin Foundation, Rajasthan
20 | Mr. Jitender Verma Centre for Sustainable Development (CSD), Himachal Pradesh
21 | Vinit Nigam TARA Karigar Mandal, Orchha
22 | Naresh Malhan World Haus, New Delhi
23 | Anil Gaind Dharmal Building Centre, J&K
24 | J S Chauhan Vidisha BC, Madhya Pradesh
25 | Avinash Pareek Ecovision, Noida
26 | N M Prusty Consultant, Disaster Management, New Delhi
27 | Surekha Ghogale Aga Khan Planning and Building Services
28 | Jayesh Mistry Aga Khan Planning and Building Services
29 | Mr. Prashant Hedao Auroville Earth Institute
30 | Ms. Neeta Chalke INHAF
31 | Avijit Guha Userich
32 | Sh. Ravi Kumar Singh NHB
33 | Sh. Niladri Bose NHB
34 | Ms.Mona Anand Ruarl Housing Knowledge Network
35 | Ramesh Ruarl Housing Knowledge Network
36 | Mr.G.R Sharma Anarde Foundation
37 | Mr. Y.H Pathan Himmatnagar, Gujarat
38 | Lalit Goyal NHB
39 | Mr. J.K Nayar Ashraya, Odissa




40 | Mr. Nila Pandian HUDCO/HSMI

41 | Mr. Rohit Pandey World Haus, New Delhi

42 | Ms. Sunita.H.Khurana Ministry of Rural Development
43 | Mr. Sameer. S. kurvey, | CSV, Wardha

44 | Dr. Alam Anarde Foundation

45 | Ms. S.Nirmala Kumar Ruarl Housing Knowledge Network
46 | Mr. Joy Elamon ICSD

47 | Mr. Shriom MRYDO

48 | Mr. Akshay

49 | Mr. Tushar Feecos

50 | Ms. Chitra Chidmbram | Consultant

51 | Mr. Justin Jebakumar Habitat for Humanity

52 | Mr. Prem Sagar Mishra | Coal India

Partner Details

basin-South Asia, a Regional Knowledge Platform, with its secretariat at Development
Alternatives, is committed to facilitating the access of the rural communities to sustainable
habitat solutions. Since its inception in 2004, this platform has been providing knowledge
support to grassroots agencies and policy makers in their efforts to create sustainable habitat
for all.

Development Alternatives, a not-for-profit action research organisation, has pioneered
sustainable development in India since 1982. The DA Group has three decades of experience in
the field of energy and resource efficient building technology development and designing and
implementing habitat initiatives in rural areas.

Rural Housing Knowledge Network is an initiative conceived and supported by the Ministry of
Rural Development, Government of India. The objective of this network is to develop a
knowledge portal which serves as a dynamic updatable repository of information and
experiences pertaining to rural housing with the ultimate goal being one of promoting affordable,
safe and sustainable rural housing in India.
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http://www.basinsa.net/
http://www.devalt.org/
http://www.ruralhousingnetwork.in/

